
Taxes for International Students 
Disclaimer: We are not tax experts and cannot be found liable for taxes filed incorrectly.  

The federal tax situation can be different for individuals within the international student 
population due to tax treaties, residency for tax purposes, and other factors. Therefore, make sure to 
find resources suitable to your specific case.  

This curated list of questions and answers is to be used as a helpful guide for understanding and filing taxes 

for international students. 

Federal and MO state tax filing due dates have been extended to July 15th, 2020. If you have income 

from any other state, please check each state’s due dates. Estimated taxes due dates for the first and 

second quarter of 2020 have also been extended to July 15th. 

 

1. What are and how do I pay estimated taxes? 

 

When taxes are not automatically withheld from your paycheck, the US government expects you to pay taxes 

on a quarterly basis. To determine if you should pay estimated taxes, check your paystubs to see if taxes are 

being withheld. If taxes are not being withheld, you may need to pay quarterly estimated taxes based on your 

specific tax status.  

Taxes may or may not be withheld for both Federal and State taxes. If not withheld directly, estimated tax must 

be paid to both the federal and state government (in most instances, Federal taxes are withheld but MO State 

taxes are not, so estimated taxes would need to be filed for MO only). To calculate your estimated taxes, you 

should use the Federal 1040ES (resident or non-resident)and Missouri 1040ES.  

There are two ways to pay estimated taxes: online and via the mail. You can pay Federal here and Missouri 

state here. If you would like to mail in your 1040ES payments, use the form at the end of each 1040ES (federal 

and state). Addresses can be found in the instructions. 

Luckily, Missouri state estimated tax law is similar for both international and domestic students. Resources 

provided to the domestic students on how to fill out the 1040ES for Missouri state tax can be found at the end 

of this document. 

2. Where do I find general information and guidelines regarding filing taxes as a non-resident? 

 

This page curated by the Office for International Students and Scholars (OISS) has detailed information on 

how to file taxes as a non-resident alien. Additionally, the IRS website also has a lot of information regarding 

international taxpayers.  

3. Which forms should I fill out to file my yearly federal and state taxes?  

 

For federal taxes, if you are a resident for tax purposes, you may use Form 1040 . If you are not considered a 

resident for tax purposes, you would use Form 1040NR. As DBBS students you should have received Glacier 

information from OISS; if you didn’t, please reach out to them. Glacier, whose license is provided by WashU, 

can be used to file your taxes if you are nonresident for tax purposes and have received a W-2.  

4. Is there free software for filing taxes? 

 

Certain providers make free filing available based on income. The IRS has a link to providers who provide this 

service. Please check your state tax authority's website, they might have some solution there. You can also file 

taxes via paper and mail them in. This only costs the postage, though we recommend sending certified mail so 

you have a tracking number. 

https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-1040-es
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-prior/f1040esn--2020.pdf
https://dor.mo.gov/forms/MO-1040ES_2020.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/payments/direct-pay
https://dor.mo.gov/personal/payonline.php
https://dor.mo.gov/personal/payonline.php
https://oiss-scholars.wustl.edu/payroll-taxes/filing-tax-returns/
https://www.irs.gov/individuals/international-taxpayers/nonresident-aliens
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f1040.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f1040nr.pdf
https://students.wustl.edu/international-students-scholars/
http://irs.gov/filing/free-file-do-your-federal-taxes-for-free
http://irs.gov/filing/free-file-do-your-federal-taxes-for-free


 

5. I am a first-year. Is there any difference in our taxes in the next few years? 

 

Tax status is dependent upon tax treaties and individual tax status, therefore, there may or may not be 

changes.   

6. Do I have to pay taxes if there is an exemption treaty between my country of origin and the US? 

 

If you search “Foreign Students and Scholars” on the irs.gov website, you will find general information that may 

apply to your specific situation. The treaty provisions supersede tax laws, therefore treaties with each foreign 

country dictates the tax treatment. 

7. I received an email called '2019 4th quarter estimated taxes due on Wednesday Jan 15th' at the 

beginning of this year. I am confused about whether it is required to estimate our taxes at that 

time? 

Estimated taxes are paid for that tax year on the following dates: April 15, June 15, September 15 and January 

15 (following year). This email is for students who owe quarterly estimated taxes and only applies to them. 

Please refer to your individual tax status situation for guidance on paying estimated taxes.    

8. Does the university issue a W-2?  
 

International students will only receive a W-2 if considered a Resident Alien for Tax Purposes.  If you are a 

Resident Alien for Tax Purposes, you will get a W-2 or a Stipend Tax Letter, or both, depending on your 

income source. If you have one, it will be found on the WUSTL HRMS Self Service website. W-2s are issued 

around January of each year.  

International students not considered a Resident Alien for Tax Purposes will receive a 1042-S form to file their 

yearly taxes. This form is mailed via the US Postal Service in March and is not available in HRMS Self Service. 

9. What are the tax deadlines? 

 

The deadline for filing taxes is usually April 15th, but for 2019 taxes, the deadline has been extended until July 

15, 2020. 

10. Should I file MO Estimated State taxes, if Wash U didn't withhold MO state taxes? 

 

Yes, if you reside in Missouri with a Missouri address then you must pay Missouri taxes. 

11. Can I use itemized deduction for state tax returns? For example, if I paid taxes on a car 

registration? What if I moved from one state to another state?  

 

Yes, you may file itemized taxes for both state and federal. Each state has its own tax regulations regarding 

what can and cannot be claimed as deductions. A tax professional can advise you on the more complex 

questions. More information about federal deductions can be found here. 

12. How do I file if I received both W2 and/or 1042-S? 

 

In the situation where you receive both a W2 and 1042-S, you will need to use both forms to file your federal 

and state taxes. This link has some helpful on information on both forms and when they may be given to you. 

 

  

https://www.irs.gov/individuals/international-taxpayers/nonresident-alien-figuring-your-tax
https://www.fso.arizona.edu/sites/fso/files/2017-12/understand_taxforms.pdf


13. How can we apply for an ITIN number in case of non-employment? 

 

You can get an ITIN number by completing the form W-7 and filing it with the IRS.   

14. If we have personal or situation-specific questions about filing/paying our taxes and want to 

consult an expert, what is the best (most reliable, economical, etc) way of going about doing that?  

 

It is best to hire a tax professional that has experience with assisting international students. The contact 

information of the tax experts who held the seminar is at the bottom of this Q&A.  

15. Are tax experts obligated or otherwise likely to report it to authorities if a client has filed their taxes 

incorrectly in the past or has accidentally missed a tax payment in previous years?  

CPAs have to abide by a Code of Ethics and will work with their clients to resolve their situation as long as it is 

within the law. They are not required to report erroneously filed taxes from previous years. 

16. Can students pay monthly or quarterly? 

  

The only important component of paying estimated taxes is that you pay the entire estimate by that quarter’s 

due date. If you paid it in 6 small installments, 2 per month, that would be fine. If you paid it in one lump sum, 

that is also fine. There is no limit to how you can pay, just rules that you do pay. 

17. What if my tax status changes in the same tax year from non-resident to resident for tax purposes 

or vice versa? 

 

Please contact a tax professional to help with this scenario since there are many different variables to this 

situation and should be answered on a case by case basis by a tax professional. 

18. Do I need to pay St Louis City Tax? 

 

You may or may not need to pay city taxes.  

This is done annually and anyone who earns money in and/or lives in St Louis is liable for city tax. For 

example: 

• Work on Medical School Campus and live outside of the St. Louis City limits – you must pay St. 
Louis city taxes 

• Work outside of St. Louis City but live inside St. Louis City limits – you must pay St. Louis city taxes 
• Work and live outside of St. Louis city – you do not pay St. Louis city taxes 
If you are unsure if you work inside the city limits, please reach out to your mentor’s department for 

clarification. 

 

This is a one-time payment that you make when you file your yearly income taxes if these taxes have not 

been withheld monthly from your paycheck. Instructions can be found at the end of this document. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw7.pdf


If you would like to schedule a consultation (for a fee) with the tax experts, find below their contact 

information. 

Prajesh Acharya, CPA – Partner, Audit  

Raj@ssbp.com 

Juan M. Soto, CPA, MST – Partner, Tax 

Juan@ssbp.com  

End of year filing information from OISS 

This OISS webpage summarizes the different forms and resources available to file end-of-year taxes.  

General Resources from IRS 

Here are some more resources from the IRS: 

https://www.irs.gov/individuals/international-taxpayers/references-for-foreign-students-and-scholars 

https://www.irs.gov/taxtopics/tc421 

 

FAQs about stipends 

• Students are exempt from Social security and Medicare tax (aka FICA) 

• Stipend letter can be submitted as your proof of income. 

 

 

  

https://oiss-scholars.wustl.edu/payroll-taxes/filing-tax-returns/
https://www.irs.gov/individuals/international-taxpayers/references-for-foreign-students-and-scholars
https://www.irs.gov/taxtopics/tc421


Forms to calculate Missouri estimated taxes 

The worksheet for calculating estimated taxes (1040ES) can be found here: 

https://dor.mo.gov/forms/index.php?formName=1040es&category=&year=99  

Or you can use their online calculator here: https://dor.mo.gov/calculators/incometax/ 

On page 3 of the MO-1040ES you can see the worksheet. Let’s take that same single, dependent-free 

graduate student. 

 

 

To pay estimated taxes you can: 

1) Pay online at https://dor.mo.gov/personal/payonline.php, or 

2) Mail a check with a MO-1040ES declaration to: Missouri Department of Revenue P.O. Box 555, 

Jefferson City, MO 65105‑0555 

 

 

Estimated taxes are due for the tax year on April 15th, June 15th, September 15th, and January 15th (the 

following year). 

  

Using the tax chart, we see our graduate student 

makes over $8,584 in taxable income, so they 

fall in the last tax bracket. Let’s calculate their 

tax: 

Tax = $279 + 0.054*($18300-$8584) 

Tax = $279 + 0.054*($9716) 

Tax = $279 + $524.66 

Tax = $803.66 (which is rounded to $804) 

 

 

Adjusted Gross 

income: Gross 

income minus 

applicable 

deductions.  

 

Most students take 

the standard 

deduction.  

 

Your annual 

estimated tax for 

MO. 

 

https://dor.mo.gov/forms/index.php?formName=1040es&category=&year=99
https://dor.mo.gov/calculators/incometax/
https://dor.mo.gov/personal/payonline.php


How to calculate tax when you have income from more than one state 

Use this form: https://dor.mo.gov/forms/index.php?formName=mo-nri&category=&year= 

Let’s take that grad student again and say they made $10,500 from New Hampshire and then 

$20,000 from Missouri. 

Fill in the MO-NRI form (see below) 

 

 

Take the percentage output back to the MO-1040 and enter in Line 28Y (and S if applicable) and attach MO-

NRI when submitting taxes.  

Income from 

Missouri sources 

(aka WashU) 

https://dor.mo.gov/forms/index.php?formName=mo-nri&category=&year=


Pay St. Louis City taxes 

This is done annually and anyone who earns money in and/or lives in St Louis. For example: 

• Work on Medical School Campus and live outside of the St. Louis City limits – you must pay 

St. Louis city taxes 

• Work outside of St. Louis City but live inside St. Louis City limits – you must pay St. Louis city taxes 

• Work and live outside of St. Louis city – you do not pay St. Louis city taxes 

If you are unsure if you work inside the city limits, please reach out to your mentor’s department for clarification 

Taking that single, standard deduction grad student again: 

 

Form can be found here: https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/collector/earnings-tax-home.cfm 

Payment and forms should be sent to: 

Gregory F.X. Daly 
Collector of Revenue 
1200 Market Street, Room 410 
St. Louis, MO 63103-2841 

Checks can be made out to either “Gregory F.X. Daly” or “Collector of Revenue”.  

Adjusted Gross income: 

Gross income minus 

applicable deductions.  

 

This is you annual St. 

Louis City tax amount. 

If you only have a stipend 

letter, attach that. 

 

https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/collector/earnings-tax-home.cfm


Forms can be found in HRMS 

Depending on your funding source, you may get: 

1) a W2 

2) a stipend tax letter 

3) or both 

The income from all of these combined is your gross income. If you have no adjustments (most graduate 

students don’t), this is also your adjusted gross income.  

 

 


